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" Reshaping the Strategic Alliances of the Russian Federation in Light of
Geopolitical Shifts After 2022"
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Article info. Abstract: This study aims to analyze the reshaping of the strategic alliances

. ) of the Russian Federation in light of the geopolitical shifts that have occurred
Article history:
- Received 16 Mar.2025 globally since 2022. The research focuses on the factors that have driven
-Received i ised f 10 Apr .2025 . . . . . . .
i F?Iclzllvlfmg;rfﬁissg lzrlr\n,l ay. 2(1))55 Moscow to redirect its foreign policy toward new alliances, particularly with
- Accepted: 23 May. 2025 emerging powers such as China, India, and Iran, in addition to strengthening
- Available online:30 Jun.2025
Keywords: its presence in strategic regions such as the Middle East, Africa, and Latin

- Strategic alliances
- Russian foreign policy

- multipolarity the nature of geopolitical transformations and their impact on the global
- economic sanctions

America. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to understand

system, relying on a theoretical framework based on neorealism and the

©2025. THIS IS AN OPEN ACCESS concept of multipolarity. The research also examines the consequences of
ARTICLE UNDER THE CC BY LICENSE
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

@ @ relations, and how Moscow has responded to these challenges by

Western economic sanctions on Russia, their effects on its international

diversifying its economic, political, and military alliances. The study
concludes that the geopolitical shifts after 2022 have contributed to
reshaping the international system, strengthening non-Western partnerships,
and promoting new trends toward reducing reliance on traditional Western

hegemony. Furthermore, the research highlights three possible future

*Corresponding Author: Alaa Hussein Mohammed, Email: alaa.h@csw.uobaghdad.edu.ig,Tel:
07713647211, Affiliation: University of Baghdad, College of science for women

209


https://doi.org/10.25130/tjfps.v2i35.338
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:alaa.h@csw.uobaghdad.edu.iq
mailto:alaa.h@csw.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 3 (40) (2025) 209-228

scenarios for the trajectory of Russia’s

alliances:

strengthening

multipolarity, the collapse of Russian alliances due to international

pressures, or Russia successfully consolidating its alliances with emerging

powers to enhance its global influence.
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Conclusion:

This study aimed to analyze how the Russian Federation has reshaped its strategic alliances
in response to the geopolitical transformations that have occurred in the international system after
2022, particularly following the outbreak of the war in Ukraine and the imposition of intensified
Western sanctions. By adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology and a theoretical framework
based on neorealism and the concept of multipolarity, the research demonstrated that these
transformations constituted a critical turning point that prompted Moscow to redirect its foreign
policy toward emerging powers outside the traditional Western sphere.

Throughout its four chapters, the study revealed that Russia pursued a multi-track strategy that
included strengthening alliances with China, India, and Iran, expanding its presence in strategic
regions such as Africa and Latin America, and promoting a model of cooperation based on parity
and mutual interests. This approach reflects Russia’s intent to redefine its position in a multipolar
global order. The research also highlighted those Western sanctions served not only as a tool of
economic pressure but also as a catalyst for Russia to restructure its alliances by reducing
dependence on Western markets and seeking alternative economic and military partnerships.

In light of the conducted analysis, the study proposed three potential future scenarios for the
trajectory of Russia’s alliances: the deepening of multipolarity, the disintegration of Russian
alliances under international pressure, or Russia’s successful consolidation of its relations with
emerging powers as an alternative to the West. The findings suggest that the third scenario appears
to be the most likely in the medium term, especially given the political alignment and shared
interests between Russia and its new partners.

Thus, this research provides a scientific contribution to understanding the dynamics of
international alliances in the post-2022 period and underscores the importance of analyzing foreign
policy within the context of evolving global power structures.
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