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Abstract:

The relationship between the political regime
and the Sunni religious establishment in Syria during
the time of Hafez al-Assad until now has witnessed
major turning points and historical eras and has gone
through periods of ebb and flow. One of these stages is
the era of the Syrian revolution within the Arab Spring
of 2011 in the region. Within the framework of the
regime's battle to confront the rebellion against it,
which in part took on a religious character, the regime
used its religious tools to garner legitimate support for
it and its practices against those who were considered
to be outside it. The post-war political regime also took
several administrative measures, such as abolishing the
position of General Mufti and sub-Mufti positions in
November 2021, restructuring the "Scientific
Jurisprudence Council" affiliated with the Ministry of
Endowments in the regime's government, and
expanding the tasks and powers of the council to
include fatwas, due to the regime's interference in a
religious symbolism linked to the Syrian identity.
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