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The extent of international legal violations in the Red Sea conflict

' Farman hama rashid ismael Assist. Lecturer
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Abstract:

The Red Sea conflict is characterized by great
legal and political complexities, as the region is
located at a vital crossroads linking East and West,
making it a point of international concern. The
region witnessed several violations of international
law during the conflicts that took place in it,
especially human rights violations that included
attacks on civilians, arbitrary arrests, and torture in
some conflicts, as well as illegal military actions.
The region witnessed military interventions by
external forces, often without authorization from the
United Nations. Or with the consent of local
governments, which raises questions about the
legality of these interventions under international
law. Also, the case of piracy and maritime attacks
has also witnessed intense maritime piracy activity,
especially off the coast of Somalia. These activities
represent a violation of international law, as they
threaten freedom of navigation and international
trade, among other things. Violations.
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(4)Security Concerns and Military Responses: The Red Sea conflict has led to
international coalitions aiming to protect freedom of navigation. In 2024, the
United Nations passed a resolution condemning Houthi interference and affirming
the right to safe passage through the Red Sea. The United States and the United
Kingdom have conducted strikes on Houthi targets under the framework of
international law, citing self-defense under the UN Charter..
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(3)International Maritime Law: The conflict in the Red Sea, particularly involving

Houthi attacks on vessels, has raised significant issues concerning the laws of the

sea. Many shipping companies have invoked force majeure clauses to either cancel

or reroute shipments, especially around the Suez Canal. The legal basis for these

decisions lies in the disruption caused by hostilities, as well as increased insurance
premiums and the high-risk designation by maritime committees.
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(2)Impact on Global Trade and Legal Implications: The disruptions in Red Sea
shipping routes due to attacks have had substantial global trade impacts. This
situation has invoked the question of the right to freedom of navigation under
international law, as well as legal questions around the safety of ports and
insurance for vessels navigating through this high-risk area.
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1. International Maritime Law: The conflict in the Red Sea, particularly
involving Houthi attacks on vessels, has raised significant issues
concerning the laws of the sea. Many shipping companies have
invoked force majeure clauses to either cancel or reroute shipments,
especially around the Suez Canal. The legal basis for these decisions
lies in the disruption caused by hostilities, as well as increased
insurance premiums and the high-risk designation by maritime
committees.

2. Security Concerns and Military Responses: The Red Sea conflict has
led to international coalitions aiming to protect freedom of
navigation. In 2024, the United Nations passed a resolution
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condemning Houthi interference and affirming the right to safe
passage through the Red Sea. The United States and the United
Kingdom have conducted strikes on Houthi targets under the
framework of international law, citing self-defense under the UN
Charter.

. Impact on Global Trade and Legal Implications: The disruptions in

Red Sea shipping routes due to attacks have had substantial global
trade impacts. This situation has invoked the question of the right to
freedom of navigation under international law, as well as legal
questions around the safety of ports and insurance for vessels
navigating through this high-risk area
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