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Abstract:

The antiquities represent a cultural and scientific heritage that
represents the identity of civilizations for peoples. Iraq is one of the
countries that is most distinguished by the abundance and diversity of
archaeological sites in it and the different ancient historical eras to which it
dates back, as it is a basic source for writing ancient cultural, social and
economic history. Given the importance of antiquities in society, laws were
enacted that regulate matters related to the possession of antiquities, their
preservation and the prevention of tampering with them, as they represent a
wealth for the nation. Interest in them and their protection is not limited to
general provisions, but rather countries have gone to special legislation to
protect them. The methods of committing antiquities crimes have
developed in innovative and diverse ways, considering them a type of
emerging crimes. The emerging criminal phenomena have become a
security concern not only for the countries of the developed world, but also
at the national and regional levels for Arab countries, because most of these
criminal phenomena are not local in nature, but are by nature cross-border
between countries. Therefore, it is an international phenomenon that
requires a great deal of cooperation at the regional and international levels
to confront it. Criminal law has become interested in provisions related to
antiquities and heritage, which was an echo and response to the
development of science. Antiquities and heritage, despite the many studies
that dealt with the subject of antiquities and heritage, which were many and
diverse in their technical and scientific aspects, the legal offender did not
receive sufficient attention to keep pace with the development in the
methods of committing antiquities crimes. The legislator has taken very
important steps in protecting antiquities and established the Antiquities
Authority and the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities as a legal entity
whose mission is to implement the laws of protecting antiquities and
heritage through research and excavation and issuing licenses to identify
archaeological sites, and strengthening this by issuing the Iraqi Antiquities
and Heritage Law No. 55 of 2002, expanding its definition of heritage,
which will be the focus of our research. To understand the importance of
this topic, we decided to study it and address the legislative shortcomings
in it by dividing the study into two requirements: the first examines the
risks of terrorism on antiquities, and the second examines organized crime
and antiquities crimes.
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