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Abstract:

The topic is of great importance in light of Russia's growing interest in the
African continent after the Russian-Ukrainian war and its attempts to restore the areas
of former Soviet influence. Russia recognizes that African countries make up about a
third of the members of the international community and are represented in
multilateral structures. They aspire to unity and solidarity within the African Union
and several sub-regional integration frameworks to address terrorist organizations and
the recent dominance of European countries such as France and the United States.
Without the participation of African countries, the stable performance of the
international system, the development of global economic relations, and the provision
of a stable system for international security would be nearly impossible.

Russia is also keen to promote its theory of "multipolarity” by gaining African
support in international institutions. Additionally, Russia understands that African
countries have become a promising market for weapons and military equipment,
exceeding 10% of the global market. It is also a significant market for raw materials,
natural resources, and investment.

Most importantly, Russia cannot be a great power without military bases on the
African continent, given that the United States, France, and NATO countries possess
many military bases that allow them to control the most critical maritime routes
linking Africa to Asia and Europe. These bases also enable them to dominate the
Indian and Atlantic Oceans. In recent years, countries like China, Japan, and regional
powers such as Turkey, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates have moved toward
establishing military bases in Africa. Meanwhile, Russia does not have any military
bases there, which has increased its interest in the continent.

The African continent is considered to be of great importance to Russia in
general, and specifically since its war in Ukraine. This importance has made Africa a
target of Russian propaganda recently, for several reasons, including:

Russia's desire to obtain political and diplomatic legitimacy for its war in
Ukraine, especially since Moscow has faced severe international isolation since the
war, and the African continent, with its limited capabilities and modest economic
conditions, is considered a suitable environment for intensive Russian penetration.
Consolidating relations with Russia, as it is a country almost closed in its war in
Ukraine, may have been the goal of Sergei Lavrov’s extensive trips to African capitals
to gain their support before the start of the recent African summit in St. Petersburg.

An attempt by Russia to find an alternative market for its oil and non-oil
products away from European markets, following the sanctions imposed by European
countries on all types of transactions with Russia. This is with the aim of selling its
products and pumping in new revenues that it desperately needs as long as the
Ukrainian war continues.

Russia obtains raw materials, especially gold, in exchange for its support for
African governments, as is the case in Mali, Libya, Central Africa, and others, through
the military involvement of Wagner forces, which in turn strengthens Russian
influence on the African continent.
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https://arabic.rt.com/press/965353 Russian Defense - in Central
Africa.
Russian arms sales growing in Africa"," [7] available at:
www.defenseworld.net/news/26576/Russi
an_Arms_Sales_Growing_in_Africa#.XpoBu VUzblU, (accessed
17 April 2020)
http://ar.mil.ru/mission/peacekeaping- opeations.htm.
Arms versus resources: the Russian [32] presence in Central Africa,
Arab Center for Studies and Research, available at:
www.acrseg.org/40964 (accessed .12/11/2022)
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/what- Russias-wagner-group-doing-
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wagner_Group_rebellion.
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248 p
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