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The concept of the state and the system of government in the Middle Ages, Saint
Thomas Aquinas as a model
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Abstract:

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was
one of the most prominent thinkers of the
Middle Ages, and he played a major role in
developing the concept of the state by
integrating Christian thought and Aristotelian
philosophy. His vision of the state was part of
his broader understanding of the world, which
was based on the harmony between reason and
faith. The most prominent features of his
concept of the state are that it is part of the
divine order, God is the ultimate source of all
authority, and the state exists to guide man
toward the common good in accordance with the
divine will. He sees the state as an instrument
for achieving justice and social organization that
enables individuals to live in harmony and
achieve moral virtues. Aquinas distinguished
between four types of law: eternal law, natural
law, human law, and divine law. The state relies
on human law to organize society, but this law
must be compatible with natural law.
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