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Abstract:

The first decade of the 21st century witnessed the
discovery of numerous gas fields in the Eastern
Mediterranean, prompting regional states to intensify
energy exploration and extraction efforts. This
development necessitated enhanced coordination among
these countries to regulate investments through an
organization uniting producers, consumers, and transit
states, while formulating and implementing programs to
advance the gas industry. These efforts culminated in the
establishment of the East Mediterranean Gas Forum
(EMGEF) in late 2019, which was formally designated as
an international organization in September 2020.

This study examines the strategic significance of the
Eastern Mediterranean region and its energy reserve
levels, the foundational stages of the EMGF, and its
objectives—which seek to formulate a unified vision and
institutionalize dialogue on natural gas exploitation
policies. Additionally, it analyzes the forum’s role in
fostering a sustainable regional market to utilize the
Eastern Mediterranean’s energy resources for the
collective welfare of the region’s populations.

Crucially, the study addresses the geopolitical
constraints hindering the forum’s efficacy, particularly its
non-inclusive membership, which excludes certain
politically and economically influential states. This
limitation has undermined its capacity to deliver
comprehensive solutions to energy extraction challenges
and, at times, has rendered it instrumental in countering
opposing states especially against the backdrop of
complex maritime boundary disputes among Eastern
Mediterranean nations.
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Middle East and North Africa Centre, Milan, 2021, p.47.
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(1)Yordan Gunawan et al., The Validity of the Turkey-Libya Maritime Boundary
Agreement In International Law, Journal of Governance and Justice Jakarta —
Indonesia, Issue 2 Vol. 9, 2021, p. 176.

(2)Darren Butler and Tufan Gumrukcu, Tiirkiye signs maritime border deal with
Libya amid drilling dispute, Reuters, November 28, 2019

(3)Valeria Talbot, op. cit.,p.57.
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The Future of Regional Energy Development, Turkey Vision Journal, Ankara, Vol.
23, No. 1, Winter 2021, p. 121

(5)Georgios Koukakis, The 2020 Exclusive Economic Zone Demarcation
Agreement between Greece and Egypt, Hermes Institute for International Affairs,
Security and Geo-Economics, Athens, October 2022, p.4.
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