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International Criminal Responsibllity for Pager Device Explosions
(A Case Study of the Incidents in Lebanon)
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Abstract:

In 2024, Lebanon witnessed a series of
unprecedented explosions caused by modified personal
communication devices known as “pagers,” which had
been rigged with small explosive materials. These devices
were in the possession of both civilians and members of
Hezbollah-affiliated forces. The attacks, carried out
without conventional weaponry, resulted in significant
casualties and widespread damage, raising serious legal
questions about their classification under international
law, Two main legal perspectives emerge regarding the
nature of these acts. The first considers them war crimes,
as they occurred amid an armed conflict, with
indiscriminate attacks violating the principles of
distinction and proportionality under the Geneva
Conventions. The second views them as crimes against
humanity, given the systematic nature of the attacks and
their deliberate targeting of civilian populations.

This situation also prompts examination of
jurisdictional competence—specifically, whether
Lebanese national courts or the International Criminal
Court (ICC) should have authority to prosecute such acts.
The study concludes with key findings and
recommendations aimed at strengthening accountability
and preventing impunity for international crimes of this
nature.
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