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Abstract:

Tolerance is one of the pillars of Islam and
Islamic thought, as it holds great significance that
positively impacts political life, social reality, and the
prevailing culture. Tolerance serves as a fundamental
pillar encompassing values in all their aspects, with its
source being the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah.
It has become an inherent feature of ruling authorities
throughout Islamic history, from the era of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) to the Ottoman Empire,
which established a living historical model of coexistence
and tolerance while acknowledging differences.

As a deeply rooted principle in the foundations of
Islam and its open-minded intellectual framework, others
were not forced to accept Islam; rather, they were
accepted and allowed to exist within a framework of
rights and responsibilities. This granted non-Muslims the
ability to live in peace and security alongside Muslims
within a shared society. The spread of tolerance in the
Ottoman society can be attributed to a combination of
social, political, and geographical factors. However, the
most significant factor was religion, which ultimately
shaped the Ottoman society into one that was harmonious,
interactive, and open, respecting diversity within itself.

This approach to tolerance continued until the late
period of the Ottoman state, which witnessed unrest and
turmoil before the outbreak of World War I in 1914. This
confirms that tolerance was a fundamental principle and
an essential component of the Ottoman political and social
fabric.
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