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The Tax Authority’s Obligation to Maintain Tax
Confidentiality Under the Palestinian Income Tax
Legislation ""A Comparative Study"

Ahmed Ziad Dabk®
Abstract:

This study primarily focuses on how the Palestinian legislator addresses
the issue of safeguarding taxpayer information, which falls under the tax
authority's obligations to protect it from disclosure. The importance of this
obligation lies in protecting the confidentiality of taxpayers as an integral
part of their private lives. In this context, the Income Tax Decree - Law
No. 8 of 2011 mandates confidentiality and criminalizes its breach under
Article 44. The comparative study presented in this research reveals a lack of
precision and clarity regarding the scope of tax confidentiality obligations
in Palestinian law, along with ambiguity in defining the substantive and
personal legal elements for the commission of the offense of disclosure.
This highlights the importance of addressing these shortcomings to
ensure effective privacy protection. Therefore, the research recommends
reviewing the text of the aforementioned Article 44 by clarifying the scope
of the confidentiality obligation and then specifying the material and moral
boundaries for violating this obligation, to enhance taxpayers' confidence
in an effective tax system that ensures legal certainty in its provisions.

Keywords: Tax confidentiality, professional secrecy, income tax, Tax
Information.
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