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Regulations of Corporate Criminal Liability for Money
Laundering Offenses Under the UAE Legislation
""A comparative study"

Mohammed Hassan Al Zaabi®
Ahmed Musa Hayajneh®

Abstract:

This research examines the criminal liability of legal persons for money
laundering under the UAE law, compared to Egyptian and Jordanian
legislation. Among the key findings is that the UAE and Jordanian
legislators hold private legal persons liable for money laundering, while
they exclude public legal persons. Meanwhile, the Egyptian legislator has
not clearly defined which legal entity is criminally liable for these crimes.
Additionally, the UAE and comparative laws do not specify liability during
the incorporation and liquidation stages. The UAE legislature requires that the
crime be committed in the name of the legal entity or for its benefit, while the
Jordanian legislature adds that it can be committed using the entity’s means.
In contrast, Egypt requires both conditions—name and benefit—to be met.
The UAE also limits liability to specific individuals, while Jordan and Egypt
expand it to include employees. The UAE and Jordan apply liability broadly,
while Egypt restricts it to certain cases. Key recommendations include
amending Article (4) of the UAE Federal Decree-Law No. (20) of 2018 to
add "or using its means," explicitly defining liability during incorporation
and liquidation stages, and revising Egyptian law to require only one of the
conditions (name or benefit), as in the UAE and Jordanian laws.

Keywords: Regulations, Criminal Liability, Corporate Entity, Money
Laundering.
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