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Cheating in Exams in Comparative Criminal
Legislation ""An Analytical Study"
Azza Khalfan Humaid Nasser Alsawwafi
Mohammed Shalal Habeeb®

Abstract:

The research addresses crimes related to the integrity of exams and
violations of their system, defining the forms of criminal behaviour and the
legal concept of exam cheating, in addition to classifying it as a criminal
offense according to the UAE law and comparative legislation. It also
outlines the legal framework for crimes related to cheating and disturbances
in the exam system. The study relied on both the descriptive-analytical and
comparative methodologies, comparing various legislations with the UAE
legislation. The study concludes with several findings, the most important
of which is that crimes related to cheating in exam questions and results are
considered formal crimes in all legislations. The study also recommends
that the UAE legislator expand the scope of criminalizing cheating to
include non-students, such as employees applying for promotion exams,
public job applications, or professional licensing exams, such as those
for lawyers, teachers, and other professional licenses. It also recommends
that the UAE legislator criminalize cheating in university research, as
it is as serious as cheating in exams, since it shares the same basis for
criminalization. The study suggests extending criminal liability to those
who write and sell research papers to students in universities. Additionally,
the study recommends that certain legislations avoid listing all the criminal
behaviours associated with cheating, as it creates difficulties in proving the
offense and weakens the legal protection of academic integrity, which is
meant to be protected. Instead, a single criterion should be adopted, with
the criminalization rationale applying whenever the offense is present.

Keywords: exam cheating, exam administrators, exam questions,
comparative legislation, exam results.
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