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Prohibition of Sexual Violence against Women in the
UAE International Crimes Law
Noura Ali bin Youssef bin Hammad®

Wael Ahmed Allam®
Abstract:

This research highlights the importance of legal protection for women against
sexual violence within the framework of the UAE's international crimes law.
International crimes such as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
aggression pose significant challenges in our current era due to their devastating
impacts, including displacement, torture, and loss of life. Women are often the
most affected group by these crimes, facing various forms of sexual violence such
as rape, enslavement, forced prostitution, forced abortion, trafficking, slavery,
diseases, and murder.

This study aims to explore the effectiveness of UAE law in protecting women
from sexual violence. Its significance lies in offering a comprehensive analysis of
this protection.

The study concludes that women are subjected to various forms of sexual
violence in the context of international crimes. Furthermore, it indicates that the legal
protection of women under the UAE law on international crimes is limited to sexual
violence without considering physical and psychological violence. Thus, the study
calls for the need to expand the scope of protection to include all forms of violence.

Moreover, the current legal protections do not explicitly include safeguards for
women in specific circumstances such as pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding and
upbringing, detention, and imprisonment. Therefore, the study emphasizes that
the interpretation and application of UAE courts of the law's provisions should be
in line with applicable treaties and the principles of international law, including
humanitarian law conventions, pursuant to Article 31 / 2 of the law.

Finally, the study calls for the establishment of an international protocol to
protect women from sexual violence and to ensure the prosecution of perpetrators.

Keywords: Women, Sexual Violence, UAE Law on International Crimes,
International Criminal Law, International Humanitarian Law, International Crimes.
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