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The Legal Framework of the Duty of Discretion in
Public Service in the United Arab EmiratesCompared
to French Law

Hind Ali ALHatab Al-Naqgbi @
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Abstract:

Public service involves rights and duties. In order for a public employee
to enjoy his/her rights, s/he must fulfill the professional duties defined
by laws, regulations, and decisions. Some of these duties are positive in
nature, requiring the public employee to perform certain actions, such
as carrying out their job responsibilities, adhering to working hours, and
similar obligations. On the other hand, there are duties of negative nature
which require the public employee to refrain from certain actions. Among
these negative duties are the duty of discretion and the duty to maintain
confidentiality of job secrets. Accordingly, the duty of discretion in public
service requires the employee to moderate and safeguard his/her opinions,
and to refrain from any behavior that might harm the reputation of the
public institution s/he serves. A public employee is expected to demonstrate
a degree of prudence and composure in his/her speech, and to maintain
discipline in their behavior while carrying out their professional duties to
preserve the public interest.

Keywords: Duty of Discretion, Generality, Publicity.
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