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The Guiding Role of Swiss Law in the Development of
FIFA Regulations

Tarek Abd Alaziz Hamodi®
Abstract:

According to Article 56 of the FIFA STATUTES, the arbitral tribunals
of the Court of Arbitration for Sport "CAS" shall resolve international
football disputes based on the applicable FIFA Regulations, supplemented
by Swiss law when necessary. The purpose of applying Swiss law in FIFA’s
Statutes is to ensure a uniform interpretation of football standards.

However, this supplementary function is not the only role Swiss law
plays in the settlement of international football disputes. In the jurisprudence
of the Court of Arbitration for Sport, Swiss law fulfills additional roles. In
some cases, Swiss law guides FIFA in drafting its regulations. For example,
this can be seen in the rules governing coaches’ contracts, as outlined in
Annex 8 of FIFA’s Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players (2021
edition). This annex includes a set of provisions that regulate coaches’
contracts, many of which are derived from Swiss law. The same applies to
the rules on early termination of contracts for players. This gives Swiss law
a pivotal and leading role in the resolution of international football disputes,
a role that goes beyond the function explicitly stated in the FIFA Statutes.

Keywords; Swiss Law, CAS, FIFA, Football.
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