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The legal Status of the Diplomatic Bag in the United
Arab Emirates
Ahmed Ali Ahmed Al Nuaimi®

Wael Ahmed Allam®
Abstract:

This research addresses a sensitive topic that occasionally causes
disagreements between countries, namely the topic of the diplomatic bag
Although several international conventions provide for regulating the handling
of a diplomatic bag and granting it immunity, such regulation and immunity
have not prevented the misuse of the diplomatic bag for smuggling and
transporting illegal substances to the host state. Therefore, countries are keen to
supplement international regulations with internal regulations on dealing with
the diplomatic bag, aiming to strike a balance between respecting diplomatic
immunity and safeguarding national security. This research specifically
examines the legal status of the diplomatic bag in the United Arab Emirates.
It outlines the international and domestic rules that apply to the entry and exit
of the diplomatic bag to and from the United Arab Emirates, and it clarifies the
scope of immunity granted to such bags within the country. The study concludes
with several findings, the most important of which is that the United Arab
Emirates has a clear legal framework regulating the handling of the diplomatic
bag. This regulation consists of binding international and domestic rules. There
is no evidence of violations by officials at the UAE’s ports or border crossings
concerning the immunity ofthe diplomatic bag. Additionally, diplomatic bags are
subject to examination procedures using automatic detection devices and X-ray
machines. We concluded with several recommendations, the most prominent of
which is the need to issue a binding international resolution allowing diplomatic
bags to be subjected to security screening through radiology devices at the ports
to avoid objections to inspection issued by diplomatic envoys or holders of
diplomatic bags. This would help reconcile the principle of diplomatic immunity
with national security considerations. We also recommend the establishment of
an international committee under the United Nations to settle disputes related
to the seizure or inspection of diplomatic bags.

Keywords: Diplomatic bag, diplomatic immunity, diplomat, UAE.
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